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Wednesday,  June  26,  1935 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:     "WALLPAPER  CARE. 11    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics, 
and  the  Extension  Service,  U.  S.  D.  A. 

— ooOoo — 

The  hurry  call  of  the  week  comes  from  a  listener  in  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
who  '■ants  to  know  as  soon  as  possible  how  to  clean  wall  paper.    Maybe  the  fleet 
is  c  j.ming  in  and  a  certain  little  house  must  be  spick  and  span  for  the  home- 
coming.    Or  maybe  summer  visitors  are  arriving  and  our  listener  has  just 
noticed  that  the  guest  room  walls  look  a  little  grimy.     I  don't  know  the 
details.    But  I  think  this  is  a  good  question  because  it  is  one  that  so  many 
housekeepers  inquire  about. 

But  answering  it  isn't  always  easy.     I  may  just  as  well  come  out  with 
the  bitter  truth  right  at  the  start  and  say  that  sometimes  papered  walls  just 
will  not  clean  satisfactorily,  no  matter  what  method  you  use,  especially  if 
they  have  been  allowed  to  get  very  soiled  over  a  long  period  of  time.  And 
sometimes  if  you  clean  wallpaper  in  the  wrong  way,  you'll  find  those  four  walls 
of  yours  looking  worse  instead  of  better.     That's  the  truth,  much  as  I  hate  to 
start  on  a  pessimistic  note. 

But  you  can  keep  your  walls  frora  getting  in  this  sad  condition  for  a 
long,  long  time,   if  you  give  them  the  right  care.    Remember  the  housecleaning 
rule  we  so  often  refer  to  —  the  old  saying:     "Frequent  gentle  cleaning  saves 
life  and  looks?"    Well,  that's  Rule  Number  One  in  looking  after  walls  and  wall 
paper  as  in  looking  after  many  household  furnishings.     "Frequent  but  gentle 
cleaning. " 

Frequent  —  to  prevent  dirt  from  settling  into  the  finish  and  damaging 
it.    You  know  that  if  dirt  remains  on  any  surface  for  a  length  of  time,   it  may 
become  ground  in  or  covered  with  a  film  of  grease.     In  either  case,  it  will 
become  harder  and  harder  to  remove.    And  you  know  that  tiny  dust  particles  can 
rub  against  and  damage  any  finish  if  you  give  them  time.     Frequent  cleaning  is 
the  way  to  prevent  this.    Frequent  and  gentle  cleaning.     Gentle  because  too 
much  elbow  grease  —  too  heavy  a  hand  in  rubbing  or  brushing  may  rub  the  dirt 
in  \  stead  of  off  the  paper  and  may  streak  and  roughen  it. 

For  ordinary  plastered  or  papered  walls,  clean  just  by  brushing  with  a 
wall  brush,  or  a  broom  covered  with  a  soft  cloth.  Brush  with  light  even  over- 
lapping strokes.  For  places  that  soil  quickly  such  as  those  over  radiators  or 
registers  or  stoves,  cotton  batting  is  good.  Brush  the  wall  lightly  with  the 
cotton  and  turn  as  it  becomes  soiled.  Of  course,  if  you  have  a  vacuum  cleaner 
with  a  good  wall-cleaning  attachment,  you'll  find  this  a  convenient  way  to  keep 
dust  from  your  walls. 
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You  can  buy  on  the  market  today  many  commercial  pastes  and  powders  for 
clea-ing  wall-paper.     Here  again  let's  be  frank.     Some  people  have  good  results 
usir     these  and  some  don't.     Experts  arc-  the  ones  who  get  the  best  results  from 
these  cleaners.    Amateurs  are  ail  too  likely  to  streak  the  wall  in  using  them. 
At  least,  you  can  be  wise  and  try  out  these  cleaners  in  an  inconspicuous  place 
on  the  wall  —  behind  a  door  perhaps,  before  you  go  at  cleaning  on  a  big  scale. 
One  thing  you  want  to  make  sure  of  in  advance  is  that  you  aren't  going  to  take 
the  pattern  from  the  paper  as  you  clean. 

You  may  have  heard  of  the  old-fashioned  "dough  cleaners"  housekeepers 
used  to  make  at  home  for  their  wall  paper.     S^me  housekeepers  still  use  these 
today  and  maintain  that  they  save  a  lot  of  repapering,  especially  in  towns 
where  soft  coal  soon  soils  walls.     They  make  these  dough  cleaners  by  steaming 
a  -ixture  of  flour,  baking  soda,  ammonia  and  water,  and  then  kneading  until  it 
is  soft  and  smooth.     They  use  it  as  you  might  use  a  soft  rubber  eraser  to  rub 
soil  from  the  walls,  beginning  at  the  top  of  the  room  and  rubbing  the  paper 
gently  with  downward  strokes.     They  knead  the  cleaner  as  they  go  and  dust  off 
any  crumbs  with  a  soft  clean  cloth.    Well,  this  homemade  dough  cleaner  doubt- 
less will  take  off  surface  soil  in  the  hands  of  one  who  knows  how  to  use  it. 
But,  like  commercial  cleaning  preparations,  it  can  make  a  streaky  wall  unless 
you  use  it  with  great  care. 

Some  walls  are  covered  with  so-called  "washable"  paper.    This  has  been 
TDO-oular  for  kitchens  and  bathrooms  and  children's  rooms.     You  can  clean  wash- 
able -oaeers  with  a  cloth  or  sponge  dampened  in  water.     I  say  "dampened  because 
if  you  use  too  much  water,  it  may  get  in  behind  the  paper  and  loosen  it  trom 
the  wall.    As  soon  as  you  have  gone  over  an  area  with  your  damp  cloth,  ary  it 
with  a  clean  dry  cloth.    What  about  using  soap?    Well,  some  of  the  neavy  durable 
washable  paper  you  can  clean  with  a  mild  soap  solution.    Apply  it  with  a  cloth 
or  soonge,  using  light  even  strokes.     Then  you  rinse  with  a  cloth  wrung  out  of 
cle-  r  water,  and  wipe  dry. 

Most  soots  on  wall  paper  you  treat  with  these  regular  cleaning  methods. 
Many  small  ones  you  can  clean  off  with  just  a  soft  eraser.     But  one  kind  of  spot 
that  gives  a  good  deal  of  trouble  and  isn't  at  all  easy  to  remove,  is  the  grease 
spot.    Nobody  has  yet  discovered  a  safe  and  sure  way  to  take  a  grease  spot  out  01 
Wall  paper.     But  I'll  tell  you  the  methods  that  often  work.     If  the  grease  is 
fresh  —  and,  by  the  way,  the  sooner  you  get  after  the  spot,  the  better  --  it 
the  SDOt  is  fresh,  place  a  viece  of  clean  white  blotting  paper  over  it  and  press 
with  a  warm  iron.    Tho  heat  of  the  iron  may  melt  the  grease  sufficiently  so  the 
blotter  will  absorb  it.     That  occasionally  works  well.    For  more  stubborn  grease 
spots,  you  can  apply  an  absorbent  powder  like  French  chalk,  or  Fuller's  earth, 
or  powdered  magnesium.     These  substances,  you  know,  have  a  way  of  taking  up  any 
grease  or  oil  they  come  in  contact  with.     You  make  a  thick  naste  of  one  of  these 
Powders  and  water  and  you  spread  it  over  the  place.    Let  it  dry  thoroughly  - 
for  about  twenty-four  hours.     Then  brush  it  off.     If  the  soot  is  still  there, 
re-oeat  the  process  -  several  times  if  necessary.    This  seems  to  be  the  best 
method  anyone  has  discovered  yet  for  this  job,  but  I  don't  guarantee  it.     It  s 
net  a  sure-fire  success  in  all  cases.     The  only  sure  way  of  getting  a  grease 
spot  off  wall  T>aper  is  not  to  get  it  on  in  the  firs'v  place. 

Well,  there's  all  the  news  I've  gathered  today  for  our  friend  m  Norfolk. 
And  I'd  like  to  wish  her  the  best  of  luck  in  cleaning  her  four  walls. 


